Where is the Water?

These items must be printed individually:

· Sketch of South Carolina, provided in packet (students will need this for the Assessment)

Focus Question

Where is the ocean in SC?

Activity Synopsis
Using a world map, the students will locate the United States and identify the bordering oceans.  The students will then locate South Carolina on a map of the United States and the teacher will lead a discussion about South Carolina’s land and water borders. 

Time Frame

30-45 minutes

Student Key Terms

· ocean

· land

· border

· state

· South Carolina

· United States
· Atlantic

· Pacific

· North

· South

· East

· West

Objectives

The learner will be able to:

· Locate the United States on a world map.

· Locate South Carolina on a world map and a map of the United States.

· Locate the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

· Locate the land and water borders of South Carolina.

Kindergarten Standards Addressed

Social Studies Standards


K.5.1, K.5.2

Science Standards


IA1a, IA4a, IB1a, 1B1b

Background

Relevant pages in:

Keener-Chavis, Paula and Leslie R. Sautter. 2002.  Of Sand and Sea: Teachings from the Southeastern Shoreline.  S.C. Sea Grant Consortium, Charleston, SC, pp. 1-3.
Key Points

Key Points will give you the main information you should know to teach the activity.

· The United States is bordered on the east by the Atlantic Ocean, and on the west by the Pacific Ocean.  To the north, the country is bordered by Canada.  To the south, the United States is bordered by Mexico, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Gulf of California.  

· South Carolina is bordered on the east by the Atlantic Ocean, on the north by North Carolina, on the south and west by Georgia.

Procedures

Materials

· World Map
· Map of the United States
Procedure
1. Show students a map of the world.  Explain the difference between land and water on the map.  Have the students locate the United States.  Define “border”.  Suggestion:  Use the simile, a border between two countries is like a fence between two yards.  Borders aren’t just between lands; there can be a border between land and water. 

2. Have students identify right/left/top/bottom of the country.  Pose the questions: “Does land or water border our country on the left/right/top/bottom?”  Name the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

3. Help students to locate South Carolina on a map of the United States.

4. Have students identify right/left/top/bottom of South Carolina.  Pose the questions:  “Does land or water border South Carolina on the left/right/top/bottom?”  “Is your city near the ocean in South Carolina?”  “If I wanted a beachfront house, where would I want to live?”

Assessment

Give each student a sketch of South Carolina.  Have a map of the United States easily visible or provide a map to each group of students.  Have the students color the state borders – blue where water touches the state border and brown where land touches the state border.  

Mastery/Nonmastery: The student understands that South Carolina is bordered on the east by water.
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Members of the COASTeam Aquatic Workshops development team include: Katrina Bryan, Jennifer Jolly Clair, Stacia Fletcher, Kevin Kurtz, Carmelina Livingston, and Stephen Schabel
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South Carolina


From COASTeam Aquatic Workshops: Oceans (Grade K); a joint effort between the COASTeam Program at the College of Charleston and the South Carolina Aquarium – funded by the SC Sea Grant Consortium

3

